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Mandy Mundy, Bill Hoblin, and so
many of the NOVA staff and volunteers
serving Bucks County, including gen-
erous volunteers such as Tina Green-
wood.

Through its programs and projects,
NOVA empowers victims of sexual as-
sault and abuse, providing them with
the resources and security they need to
live in spaces free from violence. I am
proud to stand with them in their mis-
sion to stand with victims in the fight
to end sexual assault.

——
SENATE HEALTHCARE REPEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, this
week we expect that our colleagues in
the Senate will vote on the latest
version of TrumpCare. Recently, I
voted against a very similar bill be-
cause it will be a disaster for Orego-
nians and Americans. Under the Senate
bill, millions of people—up to 22 mil-
lion people—will lose coverage.

Mr. Speaker, many of my constitu-
ents are rightly worried. One of those
is Kalpana. Kalpana is caring for loved
ones with cancer. As she put it re-
cently, she is sandwiched by cancer.
She manages intravenous chemo treat-
ments for her 7-year-old son who is
fighting leukemia. Presently, he is
winning that fight. Her father has been
through countless therapies in his dec-
ade-long battle with prostate cancer,
which has now spread to his lymph
nodes.

Kalpana is amazing—our own local
wonder woman. Fortunately, she can
devote time and attention to her fam-
ily’s care without having to choose be-
tween paying for healthcare and paying
for rent, food, and other basic neces-
sities—for now. But after the House
vote on TrumpCare, she said this: I feel
like someone had punched me in the
gut.

Before the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies lived in fear that a cancer diag-
nosis or a heart attack would leave
them in economic ruin and make them
ineligible for insurance in the future.

Early in my career, I worked at
Legal Aid. I did financial counseling
with clients who were struggling—
often because they got sick with no in-
surance or because they had insurance
that didn’t cover them when they need-
ed it.

We can’t go back to the days when
medical debt drove too many families
into bankruptcy and financial ruin. Or-
egonians and Americans need the sta-
bility of knowing they will have afford-
able healthcare coverage when they get
sick or when they are injured.

With the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies across the country have had that
peace of mind and security that comes
with having affordable health cov-
erage. All of that is in jeopardy this
week.

Mr. Speaker, this is the United
States of America. Healthcare can and
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should be available for all, not just the
healthy and the wealthy. I urge my
colleagues in the Senate to reject
TrumpCare, and let’s all get back to
the table and talk about how we can
improve—not take away—access to af-
fordable healthcare for our constitu-
ents.

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, June is Immigrant Heritage Month,
and as the son of parents who fled Cas-
tro’s Cuba, like so many other resi-
dents of south Florida, I am especially
proud of my district’s rich immigrant
history and culture. From small-busi-
ness owners to law enforcement, hun-
dreds of thousands of immigrants and
their descendants across south Florida
are contributing to our economy, cul-
ture, and local communities as living
examples of American success.

I know from firsthand experience the
great and generous spirit of the Amer-
ican people and the unimaginable op-
portunities our Nation provides to all
who are willing to work for them.

Despite the longstanding tradition of
welcoming immigrants to our shores,
our Nation continues to have vigorous
debate about immigration policy. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Speaker, the current
debate has left thousands of immigrant
children, who were brought to this
country by their parents, in constant
fear of deportation to countries of ori-
gin many of them don’t even remem-
ber.

They have attended school with our
own children, graduated high school,
sometimes even serving in the mili-
tary, and today are seeking to con-
tribute to American society and help
grow our economy.

Mr. Speaker, the President, the
former President, and Members of Con-
gress in both Chambers and from both
parties agree that these young people,
commonly referred to as DREAMers,
should be treated with compassion.

I too agree, which is why I intro-
duced legislation that would give these
young people the certainty that they
deserve. The Recognizing America’s
Children Act creates three pathways to
legal status for them: academic, mili-
tary service, or employment. All quali-
fied applicants would be thoroughly
vetted, and any individual who has
been involved in serious criminal con-
duct will be disqualified.

Mr. Speaker, immigration reform
means strengthening security at our
border and modernizing our visa pro-
gram to keep Americans safe, but it
also means offering immigrants who
love our country just as much as we do
the opportunity to fully participate in
the American experience. It is my hope
that this Immigrant Heritage Month
will lead us to act in this regard.
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SEMIPOSTAL
STAMP ACT

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, neurological and psychiatric dis-
orders have exacted a tremendous toll
on our society. Despite the great sci-
entific strides being made daily in neu-
roscience research, the underlying
causes of conditions like Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease, autism,
epilepsy, schizophrenia, depression, and
traumatic brain injury remain un-
solved. For true breakthroughs to
occur, researchers require additional
data to better treat these conditions.

To address this, the previous admin-
istration announced the Brain Re-
search through Advancing Innovative
Neurotechnologies Initiative in 2013.
Known as the BRAIN Initiative, this
collaborative public-private research
will advance our understanding of how
the brain functions as researchers work
to map the brain and study how indi-
vidual cells interact in both time and
space.

The data generated from this re-
search will help scientists fill in the
gaps in our current understanding and
provide unprecedented opportunities
for exploring how the brain enables us
to record, process, utilize, store, and
retrieve vast quantities of information.
This information will also provide re-
searchers with a better understanding
of mental illness and posttraumatic
stress disorder in hopes of better treat-
ing these diseases and reducing the
number of suicides each year.

I was pleased that the 21st Century
Cures Act, which I supported here in
the House and was signed into law, au-
thorized $1.51 billion for this important
research.

Mr. Speaker, to help accelerate this
project and raise public attention to
this initiative, today I introduced the
Mental Health Awareness Semipostal
Stamp Act with Representative GRACE
NAPOLITANO to raise awareness for this
important cause. This would come at
no cost to taxpayers.

Revenues generated from the sale of
a specialized postage stamp would be
directed to the National Institute of
Mental Health to further this ambi-
tious program that has the potential to
revolutionize mneurological and psy-
chiatric care all around the world.

————
PHILANDO CASTILE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mourn the death of my former con-
stituent, Philando Castile, whose
shocking and completely unnecessary
death has now been seen by millions
around the world via video.

I mourn not only his death but also
the complete failure of local law en-
forcement and the criminal justice sys-
tem to protect his most precious right,
the right to life.

Philando, like so many other young
African Americans before him,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T14:17:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




